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You begin with anatomy, and you end with 
anatomy, a knowledge of anatomy is all you 
want  or need . . . 

—Philosophy of Osteopathy 

A.T. Still
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An 
Aphorism 
by Dr. Still

Tucker EE. Reminiscences of A.T. Still. 1877. 
Located at: Still National Osteopathic 
Museum, Kirksville, Missouri.
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Find It 

Diagnosis through Palpation
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Palpation of Living Anatomy

Basic Criteria of 
Osteopathic Diagnosis
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Normal Anatomy 
is based on  

An Ontogeny 

Ontogenetic Anatomy
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Quite often, the study of embryology is only limited to 
a list of the embryonic development phases, essentially 
with narrative features, focusing merely on the 
temporal aspects and sequences of the different 
stages of organs and apparatus development.  

Limiting the attention on cell modifications, the 
growth of the embryo in his totality as well as the 
differentiation of cells and tissues in different areas 
are neglected.  
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Ontogenetic Anatomy 

Biodynamic Embryology
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Over the years, we have developed and improved a 
teaching method about Embryology based on 
Blechschmidt's Biodynamic and Biokinetic          
embryological model.  

In order to give  a  facilitated methodology for the 
students which could  improve their assessments in 
the diagnostic field and the  osteopathic corrective 
techniques.
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Biodynamic Embryology 
is based on developmental movements  

E. Blechschmidt 
named the spatially 
ordered movements  

Metabolic Field
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a Biodynamic Metabolic Field is a field of force based on a locally 

ordered metabolism. Metabolic fields are those morphologically definable 
regions, at all different levels of spatial resolution, which contain spatially 
ordered metabolic movements.  

Biodynamic metabolic fields can be used to describe cells and cell 

ensembles (e.g., zones of loose tissue, zones of dense tissue) or whole areas of 
differentiation such as the lung, the liver, or the thyroid gland.  
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Since Metabolic fields are regions, this 
means that  the development of tissues and 
organs  depends initially on position of the 
cells.  

Feature called “Topogenesis”  

Topogenesis gives rise first to 
Morfogenesis (the form), then to 

Tectogenesis (the internal structure) 
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Metabolic Fields 
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The Notochord is a Null Point
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[UNSW]
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4 Visceral or Pharyngeal Archs
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“Heart-Liver Angle”

Descensus
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the transverse septum
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Foregut  - Midgut - Hindgut



22

Midgut

Superior 
Mesenteric 

Plexus 
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Professor Brian Freeman Ph.D. Anatomy  
UNSW - Australia

heartfelt thanks !!! 
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Grazie per l’Attenzione

Pescara Italia


