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History

· This type of exam was used in 1975 in medical schools

· The OSCE would have been initiated in Scotland 

(Rentscheler, Eaton, Cappiello, McNally & McWilliam , 2007) 

· During the years 1990-95, beginning of OSCE in nurse 

sciences and in health sciences programs (Rusthford, 2007) 



Definition

· OSCE: Objective Structured Clinical Exam

· A concise definition:

ñA test where the student shows his competences in various 

simulated situationsò

· (Free translation of Watson et al., 2002 quoted in Rushforth, 

2006, p.482) 



Millerôs Pyramid



The simulationôs  inherent 

goal 

· Help the student to develop a feeling of self-confidence

üBranduraôsñself-efficacyò concept

· ÅQuantitative research demonstrated the positive  correlation 

between the clinical simulation and the self-efficacy concept
(Chan and al., 2005; Ammentrop et al., 2007; Jarzemsky & McGrath, 2008; Lauder and al. 2008a in Pike & OôDonnell, 

2010) 



· Qualitative study about the studentôs perception of the proper 

competence in the real environment (Pike & OôDonnell, 2010) 

· Challenge of the simulated situation = creation of a simulated 

exam environment most faithful to the situation

· Definition of a simulated exam environment or summative 

evaluation . The goal (é) is to create an equivalent activity for 

all the participants in order to test the knowledges, the 

competences and the clinical abilities in the simulated 

environment.
INACSL Board of Directors, 2011, p. S6 



Original OSCE ós structure

· During the year 1975 the objective was to evaluate doctorôs 

various clinical abilities

· Evaluation based on an evaluation grid

Each ability was evaluated in a different station

· Examples:

» Arterial blood pressure 

» Urine analysis

» Drugs administration

· A serie of stations is called a circuit
(Harden & Gleeson, 1979 quoted in Jones, Pegram & Fordham-Clarke, 2010) 



Original model

· Series of 16 to 20 stations, each one lasting 5 minutes 

· The academic interest : Clinical abilities evaluation (Harden and al., 

1975 quoted in Mitchell and al., 2009, p. 400) 

· Studies let us verify that the OSCE in their original form are 

more reliable and valid than the more traditional clinical 

evaluation manners (oral evaluation, study of an exhaustive 

case)
(Mitchell and al., 2009, p.400; Rushforth, 2007; Rentscheler, Eaton, Cappiello, McNally & McWilliam, 2007 ) 






