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Tensions in Medical Education

• Need to teach more

• Need to teach effectively

• Need to teach clinically-
relevant information

• Teach in less time

• Teach for understanding

• Teach foundations for 
clinical understanding
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Purposes of Curriculum Mapping

• Allows educators to review the curriculum to check for 
unnecessary redundancies, inconsistencies, 
misalignments, weaknesses, and gaps;

• Documents the relationships between the required 
components of the curriculum and the intended 
student learning outcomes;

• Helps identify opportunities for integration among 
disciplines;

• Provides a review of assessment methods; and

• Identifies what students have learned, allowing 
educators to focus on building on previous knowledge
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Curriculum Structures
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Modified from Heath, 2001
Virginia Department of Education



Curriculum Mapping Goals
• 100% posting of the 

curriculum material

• Accurate and 
consistent “tagging” 
of each learner 
activity

• Be able to report to 
stakeholders
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Keywords: Ensure Correct Concept Choice
• Medical Subject Headings (MeSH)

– Controlled vocabulary from NLM used for 
indexing, cataloging, and searching biomedical 
and health-related information and documents.

– 2014 edition
• Contains 27,149 descriptors

• Unified Medical Language System (UMLS)
– 2013AB Release

• Contains 8,547,943 English concept names

• Contains 11,399,743 total concept names from 21 
different languages
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Standardize • Vocabulary

• Classification

Design 
Interface

• Input

• Output

• Export

Map
• Visualize

• Pivot

• Drill Down



Discussion

Thank You!
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